ELISA detects antibodies but only from about day 20 after clinical symptoms appear. "It therefore cannot be used . . . at an early stage before they have a chance to spread the infection to others", said WHO.
The immunofluorescence assay detects antibodies reliably from day 10 of infection, but is a demanding and comparatively slow test that requires the growth of virus in cell culture.
PCR is useful to detect SARS virus genetic material in the early stages of infection but produces many falsenegative results.
Last week WHO stepped up precautions and advised citizens not to travel to countries worst hit by SARS. 
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